
                                                         English 10   
                                                    Mr. Chisholm  
  
 
  

Welcome to English 10!  I am looking forward to getting to know each one of you! In our class, 
we will focus on developing our reading, writing, listening and speaking skills and preparing for college 
and the NYS Regents exam. We will strive to improve our presentation skills and build our vocabulary 
while reading challenging, engaging works of literature. During the year we will study poetry, short stories 
and a wide variety of nonfiction and fiction units including:  
 
 Julius Caesar, Lord of the Flies, The Catcher in the Rye,  A Separate Peace, Anthem, 1984, A Tale of 
Two Cities,  Night,  and students will be choosing from several others. 
 
Homework and Grading 
            Each student's quarter grade will be based on a combination of tests, projects, papers, written work, 
class journals, presentations and class participation. Each assignment will have a point value, for a total of 
400-500 points per quarter. Students can expect to have reading assignments of 10-15 pages per night for 
homework. There will be reading quizzes, both announced and unannounced. All reading quizzes are 
open-notes, so take notes as you read.  Students will also have a number of different writing assignments, 
from short paragraphs to academic essays written in drafts over the course of several days. These draft 
assignments, essential to the writing process, are a significant grade. I am available to conference with you 
about your writing. 
The grading breakdown is: 
HW/Classwork / Participation -  20% 
Essays, Papers, other Writing assignments - 40% 
Tests and Quizzes - 40% 
 
 Participation 

Come to class every day and come to class on time. Be ready to discuss the assigned texts in 
detail, to ask questions, to cite evidence, and to respond to the views of others.   Everyone is expected to 
contribute to whole group discussions, small group work, and group presentations.  Participation also 
means listening to others.  Of course, to have a successful class it is incumbent upon each of you to show 
respect for one another. These things, taken together, count as participation; they will be assessed on an 
ongoing basis.  
 

Late Policy 
            All assignments are due by the due date. Be sure to upload work to google 
classroom and turnitin.com by the date it is due, even if you are not in class! 
Students should use google docs, dropbox or a simple flash drive to back up all 
typed written assignments, so in the event of a printer failure, computer crash, 
internet service outage, etc...the work is still able to be uploaded.  Turnitin provides 
a numbered, time-stamped receipt for the student so there is NO ambiguity. Work 
handed in late, except for an excused absence, will be reduced by 10% for  each day late.  After one week, 
you will not be permitted to hand in late writing assignments. Homework assignments are only accepted on 
the day they are due. Late homework isn’t accepted.  
  



 

Materials (needed in class every day) 
Book we are currently studying. 
Handouts and materials from the current unit, hole-punched and/or organized in student binder. 
3-5  subject notebook with hole punches in it. 
Binder with folder pockets.  Buy a little pencil sharpener!!!!!!! 
Pen/Pencil/ Writing implement. 
 
 

Procedure for entering class  ( The move, the play - this is simple) 
1) Walk to your desk. 
2) Be sure your phone is off/silent, in your backpack, or in the pouch. 
3) Take out a pen/pencil.  
4) Open up your notebook and write the date. 
5) Smile 
 
 

Phone Policy  -   LISTEN UP!! 
 
     We will be using phones/devices in class often for research, and for use as a thesaurus/dictionary.  
These occasions will be explicitly identified by the teacher.  Otherwise,  the standard procedure is for the 
phone to be ON SILENT/AIRPLANE MODE in either   1)  Your backpack or  2) Your numbered 
pouch slot on the wall.  
 

 
 
After School Help 
Mr. Chisholm: Tuesday and Thursday W-29 
 
 


