
North Salem Middle School High School 

North Salem, NY 10560 

 

Course Title: English 8 

Teacher:  Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Paesano 

Course Prerequisite: Successful Completion of English 7 

 

North Salem Mission 

Engage students to continuously learn, question, define and solve problems through critical and creative 

thinking. 

Course Description 

 

In order to promote literary appreciation as well as critical and creative thinking and understanding, this course 

will explore the novel, short story, poetry, drama, and works of non-fiction.  This course is guided by the New 

York State Core Curriculum Standards for English Language Arts. 

 

Using current technology and a variety of strategies such as prewriting, drafting, conferencing, revising and 

proofreading, this class will help students to develop their writing skills in order to create well-constructed 

essays and presentations.  Students will also practice writing to a prompt in timed situations in order to prepare 

for standardized tests.  Writing will be evaluated based on a rubric and/or holistic scoring. 

 

English 8 emphasizes critical reading and critical and creative thinking.  Students will be asked to analyze, 

interpret, and evaluate information and ideas from a variety of sources and to complete a research project/paper. 

 

Focus will also be given to oral and written language skills with attention to meaning, development, 

organization, language use, and conventions. 

 

Selections From: 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

The Hound of the Baskervilles 

Sleeping Freshman Never Lie 

Big Mouth and Ugly Girl 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

The Secret Life of Bees 

The Princess Bride 

Glencoe Literature Series:  The Reader’s Choice-Course 3 

 

Homework Policy 

Homework will be assigned regularly.  Homework will be graded on a 0-5 scale.  Homework assignments that 

receive a 5 are turned in on time, are neat, and are complete to the best of the student’s ability.  Effort is put 

forth on every question.  In most cases, homework that is handed in one day late will be accepted, but will not 

receive a grade higher than a 3.  Homework will not be accepted more than one day past its due date. 

 

 

Examination Policy: 

Advance notice will be given for tests.  Review will be offered on a regular basis. Students who miss a test, 

quiz, project or in-class writing assignment due to a legal absence will have one week to arrange a make-up.  If 

this is not done, a grade of zero will be given.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrange a make-up at a 

mutually convenient time. 

 



 

Preparedness Policy: 

Students should always come to class prepared with books, notebooks, pens, pencils, and their journal.  Part of 

being prepared is also coming to class on time.  If a student is late for class, he or she should secure a note from 

the teacher who detained him in order to enter class after the tardy bell.  Three late notices will be treated as a 

cut.   

 

Writing/Project Policy: 

Writing and projects that are not handed in on time will receive an automatic 10 point deduction per day, up to 

five days.  After the fifth day, it will no longer be accepted. 

 

Grading Policy: 

Tests/Projects: 40% 

Writing: 40% 

Quizzes/Homework/Participation: 20% 

 

Class Rules 

Be respectful. 

Be on time. 

Be prepared with all expected supplies. 

Ask questions when you need clarification. 

Participate to the best of your ability. 

Though personal technology is permitted in the classroom, it is only allowed to be in use through express 

permission from the teacher. 

 

Attendance: 

Students must make up work missed due to an absence from class or school.  It is the student’s responsibility to 

find out what work he or she missed. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return to your eighth grade English teacher. 

 

 

I have read and understand the requirements of 8th grade English. 

 

        ________________________________________ 

        Student Signature 

 

I have read and understand the requirements of my son’s/daughter’s 8th grade English class. 

 

        __________________________________________ 

        Parent Signature 

 

       

 

 

 


